


Return to Excellence

A new era in UBC Football’s storied history began this winter 
with the hiring of former Thunderbird quarterback Shawn 
Olson as the 17th head coach in program history.  

Olson, 35, brings a fresh perspective to a T-Bird squad that 
hasn’t made the playoffs since 2006 and the first-time head 
coach has a singular goal for his program - a return to excel-
lence. Olson knows all about UBC’s tradition of football excel-
lence, starring at the school for five years and quarterback-
ing the team to its most recent Vanier Cup title in 1997. With 

coaching greats such Frank 
Smith, Frank Gnup, and 
Casey Smith having come 
before him, Olson knows 
he has big shoes to fill. He 
also believes he knows what 
it will take to bring the T-Bird 
program back to the heights 
it enjoyed as one of the 
top programs in nation. “³I 
expect hardwork and I ex-
pect people to care - those 
two things are essential to 
success,² says Olson. “I¹ve 
seen where this program 
was and know where it can 
be. I don¹t think there¹s a 
better place to play football 
and get your degree in Can-
ada than UBC.”

Coaching staff
Olson has put his stamp on the T-Birds, bringing in full-time  
assistants Jerome Erdman (defensive coordinator) and Paul 
Orazietti (Recruiting Coordinator and Offensive Assistant) as 
members  of his staff. Both have a history at UBC as Erdman, 
who has worked for years in the CFL, previously led the UBC 
defence while Orazietti, the former head coach and director 
of football operations of the CJFL’s Victoria Rebels, is a former 
T-Bird who was on the 1997 Vanier Cup squad. Olson also 
announced that a pair of former UBC Thunderbirds, Bob Bever-
idge and Greg Halifax, will be working full-time during the fall 
season as part of the UBC staff. Also joining T-Bird sideline this 
season are UBC alums Mark Nohra (RB) and Scott Rintoul (WR) 
in addition to former NFLer and CFL all-star Daved Benefield 
(DE) and CFL receiver Jamie Stoddard (asst. WR). Returning to 
the staff are Peter Ohler (QB), Julian Radlein (RB), Rick Pennel 
(OL), Chris Beaton (DL), Chris Hoople (LB), and Shawn McIsaac 
(P/K).

Players to watch

Dave Boyd
4th year - RB
A 2009 Canada West all-star, Boyd 
finished ninth in the country last season
with 97.8 yards per game

Billy Greene
3rd year - QB
With one full season under his belt, this 
former Holy Cross star now has a
chance to learn from one of UBC’s all-
time greats in Olson

Oamo Culbreath
5th year - OL
Drafted by the Calgary Stampedres in 
2010, he will be expected to anchor the 
UBC offensive line in front of Greene and 
Boyd

Sam Carino
5th year - DB
Breakout season in 2009 saw him earn a 
spot on the Canada West all-star team

Alex Babalos
3rd year - FS
A force all over the field in his second 
year, he led the Canada West and
finished second in CIS with 65 tackles

Serge Kaminsky
3rd year - DL
Invitee to the 2010 East-West Bowl after 
leading team with four sacks and
seven tackles for a loss

UBC Thunderbirds 2010 Schedule
(home games in bold, all times Pacific)

Saturday, Sept. 4th vs Alberta (1:00 p.m.)
Friday, Sept. 10th at Saskatchewan (6:00 p.m.)
Saturday, Sept. 18TH vs Manitoba (1:00 p.m.) HOMECOMING
Friday, Sept. 24TH vs Regina (7:00 p.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 2ND at Calgary (12:00 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 8TH vs SFU - Shrum Bowl 33 (7:00 p.m.)*
Saturday, Oct. 16th at Alberta (12:00 p.m.)
Friday, Oct. 22nd vs Saskatchewan (7:00 p.m.)
Saturday, Oct. 30th at Manitoba (12:00 p.m.)
*non-conference

PLAYOFFS
Saturday, Nov.6th CW Playoff semifinals: 4@1, 3@2
Saturday, Nov.13th CW 74th Hardy Cup: Semi winners @ high seed
Saturday, Nov. 20th CIS Mitchell Bowl: AUS @ CW
Saturday, Nov. 27th CIS 46th Vanier Cup at Laval (Quebec City)
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